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WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024  

DIVINE SERVICE 3 p. 184 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES                  LSB 341 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
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C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 

the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL                 LSB 357  sts. 1, ref, 2–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent.Text and tune: Public domain 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

 
  
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may 

be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him 
you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you 
said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the 
LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 
19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 145:18, 21 

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,* 
 to all who call on | him in truth. 
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 
 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever. 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 
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PROPER Psalm 40:17b 

Alleluia. You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God! Alleluia. 

 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, 
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I 
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 
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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL                     LSB 57 sts. ref, 4–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
(Stand) 
 
(Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
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THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS  LSB 348 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt.Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 
Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to proclaim the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
Grant that we who prepare to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, may die to sin and rise to 
new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P God of faithfulness, You have fulfilled Your promises by sending the Messiah. Grant that we may celebrate 

the birth of Christ by hearing the Word, singing Your praises, and receiving His body and blood. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Almighty Father, You uphold all creation by Your hand. Preserve for Your Church and for future generations 

the institution of marriage between one man and one woman, which You established even before Adam 
and Eve’s fall into sin, that Your Church may be blessed with many children and that our families may 
reflect the order of Your creation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Heavenly Father, You delight not in the death of the wicked. Grant to us and to all people freedom from war 

and disorder, strife and rebellion. Give us good government, faithful magistrates and peace to aid the swift 
spread of Your Gospel. Renew our hearts with thanksgiving for Your many blessings, and grant us the 
wisdom to use them to fulfill Your good purposes. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O Lord, grant all women with child and all mothers with infant children increasing happiness in their 

blessings [especially _____________]. Look with compassion on the lonely, the depressed and the 
despairing. Grant healing to the sick, and give peace to the anxious and dying [especially _____________]. 
Comfort all who mourn [the death of _____________] with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Heavenly Father, grant that those preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper may rejoice in the presence of 

Your Son, our true Emmanuel, who comes to give us a share in Your divine life and forgiveness by His 
body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the King of the 

nations and their desire. He, who formed us of clay, took on our human nature that He might save us. He 
came to His own and was rejected by them, yet You established Him as the true cornerstone, tested and 
precious, that whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving 
His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last 
Day; for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 
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LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD                 LSB 352 

 

 

 
 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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